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A gallery in the city reopens a chapter on

artist Prabhakar Barwe with an exhibition

of his works and an English translation of
his book, Kora Canvas

AMRUTA LAKHE

VERY Friday, a group of bud-
Eding artists— Dilip Ranade,

Shakuntala Kulkarni, Bharati
Kapadia and Prabhakar Barwe,
among others—met at Milk Bar in
Kala Ghoda for tea in the late *70s.
They would speak passionately about
art and discuss technical details such
as composition, form, content and
colour, and the art scene, both in In-
dia and abroad. Later, they would do
around of the galleries and end up at
Vaibhav restaurant for a second
round of talks. The group was called
Astitva (Existence), and Barwe was at
the heart of it.

Those long discussions fuelled
two of Barwe’s deepest interests —
art and writing. He wrote meticu-
lously and his notes form the basis of
hisbook Kora Canvas, released in
1989 which was published in Marathi.
Percept Art Gallery in Lower Parel
will launch an English translation of
the book titled The Blank Canvas, at
the the first exhibition of the artist’s
works since his demise in 1995.

Barwe’s knowledge of art was ex-
tensive, and the task of translating the
book was not easy. Shanta Gokhale,
who has translated the book, says,
“He did not use formal international
terms such as prussian blue or burnt
sienna. He used colloquial words

such astambda and green chutney
that had tobe left untranslated.” The
book, The Blank Canvas, has 29 es-
says by Barwe that question form,
space, inspiration, beauty, colours,
experience and emotion.

Barwe wasborn in a family of
artists in Nagaon. His grandfather,
sculptor Vinayak Pandurang Kar-
markar, encouraged him to enrol at
JJ School of Art. In the early ’60s, he
joined the Mumbai branch of
Weavers Design Service Centre, a
government organisation that pro-
vided employment in the textile in-
dustry. He was later transferred to
Varanasi. “Those phases had a dis-
tinct influence on his style,” says Jesal
Thacker, who has curated the show.
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(From top left) Prabhakar Barwe ; Blue Aura by Barwe is characterised by his love for empty spaces;
his painting Eight Five Safety Pins explores the simple mechanics behind a safety pin; The Box

Barwe would pick up any object
lying around the house — fruits, veg-
etables or old watches — and would
spend hours studying its form and
structure. He would often come back
with ablade of grass or adried leaf
andwould see a form within it. These
objectswould often materialise in his
work. Barwe was also drawn towards
the way science and art overlapped.
For instance, in hiswork Eight Five
Safety Pins, he talks of how a safety
pinchangesits formwhenitis locked

and unlocked.

He took long walks or hopped
into a bus, observing his fellow pas-
sengers, theirmovements and the
surrounding. Barwe shares the expe-
riences of these small journeys in
the book.

As Barwe’s knowledge of art ex-
panded, so did his love for writing. He
was significantly influenced by artists
Paul Klee and Jasper Johns, and the
writings of Tukaram. ‘Justlike a hu-
man needs space to breath, form

needs space too,” he wrote. He put
this equation to practice in hisworks
which were characterised by empty
spaces. His stark and minimalist
paintings reiterated his belief of cre-
ating an experience without distrac-
tions. Though Barwe was called a
symbolist abstractionist, art critic
Ranjit Hoskote wouldn’t call him so.
“Barwe was aremarkable man who
didn’tfitinto any labels,” he says.
“The surrealism in hiswork is under-
stated,” Hoskote says.
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In one of the testimonials,
MF Husain said there were only two
genius paintersin India, Gaitonde
and Barwe. But Barwe, unlike his
contemporaries such as Ambadas,
Gaitonde and Samant, did not re-
ceive the recognition he deserved be-
cause of hisuntimely death in 1995 at
the age of 59.

Though Barwe was not forgotten,

says Hoskote, hiswork deserves a
comeback. Thacker believes that the
artist’s paintings that previously sold
from anywhere between Rs 1.5 lakh
to Rs 18 lakh are worth much

more today.

amruta.lakhe@expressindia.com

Dana Gillespie

Time to

Boogie
Simply The Blues festival returns with

boogie-woogie singer Dana Gillespie
and pianist Joachim Palden

LEGENDARY blues
and boogie-woogie
singer, Dana Gillespie
will be performing at
Simply The Blues, a
two-city blues music fes-
tival this December.
The festival, which de-
buted last year, will re-
turn to St Andrews Au-
ditorium, Bandra, on
December 8 following a
show in Bangalore on
December 7.

With over 60 albums
to her credit, Gillespie
has played alongside
music legends such as
Bob Dylan, Mick Jagger,
and Jimmy Page. Gille-
spie has been nominated
as the “Top Female Blues
Vocalist’ in the UK for
threeyearsinarowbya
blues magazine and is an
inductee into the British
Blues Hall of Fame. She
will be joined by her
long-time collaborator,
Joachim Palden, a popu-
lar boogie-woogie pi-
anist in the European
circuit. Luke Kenny, fes-
tival director says, “Boo-
gie-woogie as ablues

style hasnot had expo-
sure to Indian blues fans,
and in Joachim Palden,
we have a world-class
artist.”

This howeverisn’t
Gillespie’s first India
visit. A devotee of spiri-
tual leader Sathya Sai
Baba, Gillespie has not
only performed several
times at his ashramin
Puttaparthiin Andhra
Pradesh, but has also
recorded multiple bha-
jan-based albumsin San-
skrit—under the pseu-
donym Third Man. The
upcoming event, that will
mark Gillespie’s first
blues performance in the
country, will also provide
stage to Indian blues mu-
sicians such as Samantha
Edwards, whowasre-
cently featured on
MTV’s Coke Studio,
bassist Karl Peters and
Benny Soans, who has
been on the Mumbai
music scene for over
three decades.

EFS
mumbai.newsline@
expressindia.com

Man-made Wonder

Jason Lewis, the first person to circumnavigate the globe without using motor or
sail, shares anecdotes from his journey

VIDYA PRABHU

I'T’S not often that a person suspected

of espionage ends up getting a gift
from the intelligence official in
charge of the interrogation. But then
again, there’s alot about Jason Lewis
that falls outside the realm of conven-
tion. Back in 2007, he was appre-
hended by the Egyptian military intel-
ligence for crossing into Egyptian
waters from Sudan on his kayak.
Upon finding a GPS system and
scores of photographs in his rucksack,
the Egyptian military official grilled
him for two days straight, not letting
him sleep even for a minute. “Fortu-
nately for me, my Egyptian visa pa-
pers came in after two days, confirm-
ing that Iwas an explorer and not a
spy. The officer and I then exchanged
tokens with each other: I gave him a
khukhri (a traditional Nepali knife)
while he gifted me a camel whip,”
recollects Lewis.

This incident is one of many for
the 46-year-old explorer who is the
first man to circumnavigate the
globe without using motor or sail.
On October 6,2007, Lewis went on
to complete his 13-year-expedition
travelling 74,842 km. “I set out in
1994 from Greenwich, London, and
covered distances through walking,
cycling, inline skating, kayaking,
swimming, rowing, and pedalling a
boat across rivers, seas, and oceans,”
says the British adventurer, who was
recently in Mumbai as an ambassa-
dor for Johnnie Walker Blue Label.

This is not his first visit to the
country. In 2006, he biked from
Kathmandu to Gorakhpur and then

Jason Lewis biked his way from Kathmandu in Nepal (as seen here)
to Gorakhpur in India

to Nagpur and Mumbai as part of his
feat. “The Indialeg of the tripwas an
eye-opener. Onone hand, I had to
brandish a knife to protect my be-
longings from getting stolen in
Gorakhpur and at the same time, I
was overwhelmed by the hospitality
offered by the town’s gurudwara. I
visited St Thomas Cathedral in
Mumbai where my grandparents got
married,” he says.

He also plans to talk about sus-
tainability. “Flying in an aeroplane is
anunnatural act to me. Travelling
should be about adapting to the
changing temperature and terrain as
opposed to shunting through time
and space,” he says.

For a person who often thought

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ‘PAAN SINGH TOMAR’ & ‘SAHEB BIWI AUR GANGSTER’
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he would not make the world record
—once a drunk driver ran over his
legs and later when the counter-cur-
rent in the Pacific Ocean kept push-
ing his pedal-powered boat Moksha
back towhere he’d started — Lewis
is happy with the way his life has
turned out.

“Imay have missed out on a nor-
mal life during my 13-year-expedi-
tion, but the journey has made me
who I am today,” he says. He’s plan-
ning another trip soon. “This one is
going to cover North and South
America. I might also set out on an
India trip in the future — there’s still
somuch I haven’tseenhere,”
he says.

vidya.prabhu@expressindia.com
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SOUTH MUMBAI

IMDOX Nariman Point, 10;00 a.m., 4;10, 7;20, 10:30 pumn. | METRO BIG CINEMAS Maring
Lines, 9:45, 10:45 a.rm., 12:45, 3:45, 4:30, 6:45, 10:00 p.m. | STERLING CST, 18, 4415,
HEIS p.e | NEW EMPIRE C5T, 3:45, 5:45, 345 p.m, | NEW EXCELSIOR C5T, 00 p.m,
| ROXY Opera House, 1:30 p.m. | MARATHA MAMDIR Mumbai Central, 618, 515 p.m. |
DREAMLANMD E SQUARE Grant Road, 12:30, 6:30, 10:00 p.m. | ALANKEAR Gol Deval,
1200, 5:00, 6:00, 9:00 p.m. | 5STAR CINEMA Mazagaon, 12-00, 3:00, 600, 9200 p.m. |
PREMIERE GOLD Sandhurst Road, 12:00, W00 p.m. | PYRE PHOEMIX MILLS Lower
Parel, 9:45 a.m,, 12:55, 4:085, 715, 10:30 pm, | Jal HIND MUKTA AZ CINEMA Lalbawg,
18 a.mi, 418, 1005 pm. |

WESTERN SUBURBS

PLAZA Dadar, 10:00 p.m. | MOVIETIME STARCITY Matunga, 10:00 p.m. | CITYLIGHT
Matunga, 1:45 p.m, | PARADISE E SQUARE Mahim, 3:30 p.m, | CINEMAX KALAMAGAR
Bandra, 1:00 p.m. | GEMINI Bandra, 830, 9:30 p.m. | GALAXY Bandra, 12018, 515 pm. |
GEM Bardra, 45 &.m., 2230, 5015, 8:00, 10:30 p.m. | HOVIETIME SUBURBIA Bandra |
SUNCITY Vile Farle, 2:15, 745 pm. | FYR Juhu, 835 a.m, 12:05 535, 8:05 pom. |
CHAMDAN Jubu, 10:00 am., Z45 p.m. | SANGAM BIG CINEMAS Andheri, 1015 a.m.,
345, 45, ¥45 pm. | CIMEMAX Andheri-E, 100 p.m, | CINEMAX INFIMITI MMAaLL
Versova, 9:00 am., 1:00, 4:158, 750, 10:40 p.m. | P¥YR CITI MALL Andheri, 12:15 a.m.,
125, 745, MO0 porn. | FUN CINEMAS Andher, 10010 a.m., 4:30, 7:40, 10050 pm. | 24
HKAaRAT Jogeshwarl, 1155 aum., 4;15, F15, 1015 p.m. | CINEMAX Goregaon, 3:30 a.m.,
3:45 p.m. | PVR Goregaon East, 9:45 am., 1285, 7:20, 10:30 pum. | MOVIETIME HUB
Goregasn, 10:30 a.m., B30, 4:30, 7230, 30, W30 pum, | INOX INOREBIT MALL Malad,
9:40 a.m., 12280, 4:00, 7:10, 10:20 p.m. | CINEMAX Malad, 10-30 a.m, 30, 4:40, 750,
140 p.m. | MOVIETIME Malad, 1:00, 4:00, 10:00 pum. | KASTUREBA Malad, 12:30 pam. |
CIMNEMAX GROWEL Kandivali-E, 9:45 aum., 12:45, 4:00, 10:45 p.m. | INGX Kandivali,
0:00 a.m., 1205, 730, 1000 pome | THAKUR MY CINEMA Kandivali, 1:30 p.m. | KULRAJ
BROADWAY Borivall, 9200, 1115 aum,, 225, 515, 810, 10:45 p.m, | 50MA GOLD Borivall,
100 pm | DIAMOND Borivali | MOVIETIME Dohisar, 10200 a.m., 7:00 pm. | INOX
THAKLR MALL Dahisar, 10:20 am., 140, 7225, W0:30 par, | CINEMAY Mira Rosd, T:20
aum., 250, 5:50, 100 p.m. | RAS5AZ Mira Road, 9:00 a.m., 2:50, 515, 8:15, 10:45 p.m. |
MAXUS Bhavandar, 10:00 am., B00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 po | KULRAS BROADW &Y
Vasal, 3:00 a,m.,, 2:35, 515, B0, 10:45 pm, | K. T.VISION Vasal, %0000 aum,, 1245, 330,
&30, 930 pom. | K-MOVIESTAR MULTIPLEX Vasai, 1018 a.m., 1118, 42158, 7:18, 10:18 p.m.
| CATTANI DIGIPLEX Vasal, 10:15 a.m., 100, 4:30, 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 pum. | PARVATI
Vasai, 1230, 3:30, 5:30, 930 p.m | FUN FIESTA Malasopara, 930 a.m., 5:30, 6:30, 9:50
B | WOODLAND Virar, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, %30 pum. | K.TVISION Boisar, 12:30, 3:20,
6:30, .30 p.m, | CHITRALAY A Bolsar, 12:15, 515, 815, 315 pom. | PRAKASH Palghar |
GOLD CINEMA Palghar, 12:30, 3:30, 5:30, 9:30 p.m. | CHANDRA Dahanu Rd, 12:30,
3:30, 6:30, 9:30 p.me. | ABHISHEE Kudus | GANESH MOVIE MAX Manor |

PREMIERE Dadar, £:30, 930 pm, | SHARDA Dadar, 12:00, 500, &:00, 900 pm, |
IMAK BIG CINEMAS Wadala, 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 10:30 pum. | CINEMAX Sion, 10:30 a.m.,
130, 4:15, 715, 10015 pur, | PYR PHOENIE MARKETCITY Kurla, 3:45 a.m., 12,55, 4:05,
TS, 10:30 p.. | K-SERA SERA MIMIFLEX Kurla, 11:00 a.m., 1:30, 5:00, 8:00 p.m. |

KALPANSA Kurla, 12:30, 3:30, 6830, %30 p.m. | MAXUS SAK] MAKA Andheri, 10:00
AJW., 1200, 4:00, 7500, 10000 p.m. | INOX NEELYOG Ghatkopar, %45 a.m., 4:00, 7:05,
110 po. | BIG CINEMAS R-CITY MALL Ghatkopar, 10:30 a.m., 12:45, 1:30, 545, 4:30,
&:48 T-Z0, 530, 10:30 p.m. | CIMEMAYX Chatkopar, 10:48 a.m., 115, 4:45, 1030 p.m. |
MaX MOVIES Vikhroli, 12:30, 6:30, 9:30 pm. | HUMA BIG CINEMAS Kanjurmarg,
145 a.m., 145, 715, 10,15 pom. | KULRA) BROADWAY Bhandup, 9:00, 1:45 a.m.,
20, 518, B:00, 10:48 pum. | CINEPCLIS HEFTUME MAGHET MALL Bhandup, 10:00,
MO0 am., 12:05, 3:55, 600, 150 pam. | B-BIG CINEMAS Mulund, 11200 a.m., 3:30,
530, 10:30 pom. | PYR Mulund, 545 aom., 12:58, 4;05, 715, 130 pm, | MEHUL
Mulund, 12:30, 9:30 p.m. | FUN CINEMAS Chembur, 1018 a.m., 1:10. 4:18, 7:20, 10:30
B | SAHAKAR PLAZA Chembur, 12:00, 3:15 g | AMAR Chembur, 12:30, 3:30,
Ei3ﬂ. 530 B, | ASHIEH Chaembur, 12:15| 515 ., | CINEMAX ETERMITY MaLL
Thane, 11:000 am., 200, 5:18, 10:48 pom. | CINEMAX WOMDERMALL Thane, 10020 a.m.,
1115, 7:00, 10:00 pom. | INOX KORUM MALL Thane, 2:45 a.m., 410, 7:20, 10:30 p.m. |
CINEMA STAR Thana, 9210, 10:30 a.m,, 1200, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30 p.m, | GOLD CINEMA
Thamne, 4:00 p.m. | ANAND Thane, 1215, 215, 6158, 915 pum. | VANDAMA Thane, 1230,
3:30, 6:30, %:30 p.m. | AALISHAMN Mumbra, 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 330 p.m. | TILAK
CINEFLEX Dombivall, 9:45 am,, 1230, 330, 9:30 p.m, | 5ME SARVODAYA MALL
Kalyan, 9:30 a.m., 12:30, 330, 6:48, 948 p.m. | 1IN0 METRO JUNCTICH MALL
Kalvan, 145 a.m., 1:50, 3:30, 7:35, 9:40, 10:40 p.m | CINEMAY Kalvan, 7:45 am. |
BHANU GOLD Kalyan, 12:30, 330, 530, 9:30 pam. | BIG CINEMAS FUN CITY
Whaznagar, 10:30 am., 115, 4:00, 7:00, 1000 p.m. | ASHOK-AMIL MULTIPLEX
Uhasnagar, WEOO am., 12:45, 2:30, 3:30, 5215, 6:30, 7:55, 10215, 10:30 p.m. | SAPMA
Ulhasnagar, 12:30, 330 pm, | 5TAR BIG CINEMAS Ambermath, 10:00 am,, 12:30,
200, 330, 6:30, 9:530, 10:30 pom. | HASEEHN Bhiwandi | RATAN Bhiwandi, 12:30, 5:30,
6:30, 930 p.m. | JHANKAR Bhiwandi | BROADWAY FURNA Bhiwandi, 12:45, 4:00,
700, 10:00 pum, | KRANTI Murbad, 12,00, 3:00, 9:00 p,m, |
MHAVI MUMBAI

IMNOY RAGHULEELA Vashi, 9:00, 1030 am., 110, 4105 720, 10:36 p.mc | CINEMAX
Washi, 115 a.m., 4:30, 10:00 pum. | BIG CINEMAS Vashi, 10:45 a.m., 4:15, 7:15, 1015 p.m.
| MEGHRAS Vashi, 12:30, 530, &30, 9:30 pum. | APMA CINEMA Khandeshwar, 12;30,
300, 200 pom. | BIG CINEMAS Kharghar, 10045 am., 145, 715, 10:05 pon | Max
CIMEMAS Kharghar, 12:30, 6:30, 5:30 pm, | INOX GLOMAX MALL Kharghar, 2:25 a,m.,
35, 7:00, 10:10 pam. | VAISHAL Badlapur, 11:45 a.m., 300, 600, 915 pum. | BUPALI
MAGIC Panvel, 12:00, 3:00, 5:00, 3:00 p.m. | FUN 5GUARE Sanpada, 12;30, 3:30, 315
p.m | MAHESH Meral, 12:00, 5200, &00, 5:00 pom. | BALAJN CINEFLEX Koperkhairane,
130, 4:30, 730, 1230 pm. | MAX CINEMAS Merul, 1215, 315, 615, 15 pam. |
MORESHWAR BIG CINEMAS Pam, 'E;‘IS, bR e] P.m, | LAl CINEMA Hiﬂl}ﬂ'ﬂlﬂn. 12:00,
300, 9200 p.r. | | DREAM Talasari, 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 p.r. | GANDH| Mahad | OM
BRAHMA Allbaug | CINEBLISS MEELKAMAL Lonavala, 10:15 a.m., 3:45, 6:45, #:45 p.m,
| TRIDS CINEMAS Lonavala, 2:00, 8:30, 918 pum. |

FARMAZ ADVERTISING Ph.: 9821043157, E- n'n._:u of fn:«e-ﬂfanr*aza-'-r L0

FARNAZ ADVERTISIMG Ph.: 221042157,

E-mail;: affice@farnazadvt.com



